








Pit River Watershed Alliance Meeting


February 13, 2001


Canby, CA





Present: Terry Williams, Irvin Brown, Colin Jameson, Tim Weaver, Gary Grahm, Mike Bacca, David Hoxsey, Craig Miller, Sue Wheatley, Robert Shaw, Don Lindsey, Tim Burke, Ann Francis, Randy Sharp, Don Lancaster, Mark Steffek, Bobbie Schiermeyer, Sandy Higa, Cliff Harvey, Anne Marie LaRosa, Dennis Bowker, Dennis Heiman





Mark Steffek called the meeting to order at 1:15 PM.





Introductions were made.





MOU:  Mark reported that at the last meeting the Alliance came to an agreement on the Memo of Understanding.  He said that there were some signatures on the MOU.  The Alliance will be on the next Pit River Tribe meeting agenda to review the MOU.





JUNIPER STRATEGY:  Tim Burke, Field Manager of Alturas Bureau of Land Management, reported that 130 years ago there was 750 acres of Juniper trees in the United States.  Today, there is 7 1/2 million acres with the most in California with 2 1/2 million acres. .  Junipers cause a drop in water quality and quantity.   A mature Juniper requires 250 gallons of water a day. Juniper is a surface root tree.  Because Junipers pull water to the tree, grass will grow directly under the tree.  The berries from the tree cause the grass to be bitter and the cows will not eat it.   Three BLM managers are doing outreach on the Juniper.  Last June they did a field tour in the Madeline area where you can see the impact of the Juniper.  A representative from the Honey Lake Power attended the tour.  They proposed to enter into a 5-year contract with BLM to subsidize chipping of Junipers at 3,000 to 5,000 acres a year.  The BLM has previously done three 15 acre plots.  The State recommends that the BLM do an environmental statement.  The State of Oregon advised this plan addresses only one of the problems.   Tim indicated on a map specific areas of Junipers.  He said location data along with soil survey and rain data will help to determine what kind of strategy to use.   One possible strategy is to introduce fire to suppress juniper growth and expansion. The University of Nevada has a report on Juniper.





Tim has drafted an RFP for funding.  When strategy is determined, it could possibly be put out for contract.  Forest Service and BLM will need to determine the cost and time involved.  Tim was asking for input and interest from agencies in the Pit River Watershed Alliance.  It was suggested that they approach someone like Honey Lake Power to do chipping or shredding and utilize Juniper for biomass. Some of the considerations to take into account are the amount of material and how far to transport it. Prices for biomass are unsteady and not predictable.  At present it ranges from $30 - $46 a ton.  


 Mark asked how watershed health, range health and land health could be incorporated with public lands. A ten-year program would be feasible to benefit the watershed.  Juniper generates heat in the pile faster than other lumber.  The Juniper limbs run 53-57%  moisture.





Different types of equipment was discussed regarding accommodating the size of trees.  It was also reported that the California Harvesting Plant does not cover Juniper.  There was discussion on how much should the land be disturbed.  There is a  need to determine the value of the soil.  Each rancher feels differently as to the number of trees, how they want them removed, and how much they want the soil disturbed.  It was noted that the Forest Service’s rules and regulations constitute a cost.  If a rancher or landowner can improve their own land, they would do better off than being dependent on the Forest Service.








Bill 2389 - funding available from National Forest Alternative for counties of National Forests regarding water and forest health.  Of the 1.99 million dollars, Modoc County will receive $480,000 annually with a sliding scale.    Several people in the Alliance will be applying for a seat on the panel.





Mark said the Juniper situation is serious, and the Alliance should participate in the Juniper Committee.  Together we could develop a Juniper strategy and key in on private lands.  Dennis advised that we should follow through with the watershed assessment and then go to the Juniper strategy.





Dennis Bowker with the Sacramento Watershed discussed an operation in S. E. Arizona, where a rancher stripped the outer layers of the Juniper to grow for marketable lumber.  Unfortunately, the man sold his ranch with a couple of years before a lengthy study could be conducted. 





It appears that the private landowner is doing something about the Juniper.  It is an opportune time to work with strategy.  Cliff Harvey said it would be to our benefit if we could monitor some of the land where clearing is being done and use it as representation.   We could do Juniper assessment simultaneously  with the watershed assessment to meet with the ruling.





GRANT UPDATE:





EQUIP Sandy Higa advised that Valerie Coe with the Central Modoc RCD submitted an EQUIP proposal.  She should be hearing the results any time now.





WATERSHED TOUR  Tom Whery has funds available to give to the Alliance to do a Watershed Tour.  Valerie Coe would be agreeable to put together a tour for June 2001.  CARCD is giving $3,000.  We can also contact the Pit RCD to see if they are interested in the tour.  Those interested in serving on the committee are:  Sandy Higa, Randy Sharp, Dennis Heiman, Mike Bacca, Ann Marie LaRosa and Tim Weaver.  Dennis Heiman suggested the tour include the Pit River and Upper Feather River Watershed. Dennis Bowker said to call him for support.





GPA  Sandy Higa will review the GPA.  Mark said the GPA would be on the next meeting’s agenda.





Watershed Coordinator   Mark said the Watershed Coordinator  was funded from the California Department of Conservation.  They had 2 million dollars available for those positions throughout California.  There were 4 proposals submitted from Northeastern California and 3 were funded. The Pit River Watershed Alliance will receive $65,000 over the next 14 months.  The Coordinator  will move the Alliance ahead, develop a promotion program for the Alliance, oversee the monitor and assessment of water quality and obtain signatures on the MOU.  Start date is March 2001 to June 2002.  The Watershed Coordinator will be working through the four Resource Conservation Districts, Fall River RCD, Pit RCD, Central Modoc RCD, and Goose Lake RCD.  Central Modoc RCD and Surprise Valley RCD were also awarded.  Representatives of the four RCD’s and Mark and Sandy will serve on the panel to select the Coordinator.  It was suggested that ads be limited to watershed districts only.  Criteria for the position is a Bachelor degree, experience in agriculture and natural resources, a valid California driver's license, a good working relationship with diverse groups and accepting ideas of others.





Watershed Assistant - Prop 13   Mark has submitted a proposal through North Cal-Neva RC&D to contract with a person who has conducted assessments in the past and collection of data and GIS work and get copies of final product.  This work could start in November 2001 with 2 years to complete.  Assessment is watershed wide.  The meeting on this proposal is March 28 and we should know outcome in April.





Other Proposals 


	Cal Fed Watershed Program - Due soon


	205 J Grant Program - Due April or May


	Round 2 of Prop 13 - Due May or June


Dennis Bowker discussed what the Cal Fed Watershed Program is looking for.  He advised those interested to just fill in the blank areas to make it tie in with what they ask for.  He said they would help to develop the proposal with the agency.  Anyone who can legally accept funds and is  not legally barred from receiving funds cab be awarded,





Monitoring  Dennis Heiman advised that $30,000 is available to Pit RCD with an additional $25,000 from  the Water Resource Control Board.  Work will start on the river this year and move on to the tributaries later.  Most sites are bridge sites and most are desirable.  There are 9 sites to monitor.





	Monitor Parameters  Dennis Heiman discussed the parameters.


	Flow, temperature, nutrients, pathogens, sediments, chemical, other chemicals, microverlbance, 	fish survey.





	He said that their staff would do the labor and use the funds for the lab.  He said the objectives 	were:


	1)  Current information on condition of the Pit River.


	2)  To provide direction or input to watershed as a whole.


	3)  Provide a baseline of current water quality of the river to determine if water quality control is 	having an affect.





	Tributaries  


	Flow, temperature, nacriveties, fish, stream condition inventory





	The program will start as soon as the weather permits.





Scenic Byway  Mark advised there is a proposal for the Forest Service to fund someone to apply for the scenic byway designation.  The route would start at New Pine Creek, comes down through Alturas to Canby and then back up to Tule Lake and then together other existing scenic byways in Oregon and Siskyu County and parts of Shasta County would connect together.  They would all appear on a map and it would assure  travelers of certain amenities along the route.  The Byway travels through a large portion of the watershed area.  We are hoping to have it designated by a federal agency called National Scenic Byways For All American Roads.  There was discussion regarding how to maintain the Byway, trash along the Byway, spraying to be done along the Byway, and also federal restrictions on private land.  Mark said they will conduct public hearings to explain the Scenic Byway and to get comments and then do a proposal if it is wanted.





Reports





Mike Bacca advised they are doing a lot of biomass.





Cliff Harvey reported on the Central Modoc RCD Education Program and the Public Outreach Program.  He reported on the Willow tree project and the South Fork Pit River project.  The Pit River funds should come in by summer.  He was glad to receive the award and to be getting a coordinator.





Ann Francis discussed exploring the possibility of a GIS proposal and what kind of product to produce.  She will keep us posted on what kind of equipment we can get and what we can share with the Forest Service.





Sue Wheatley reported on Sierra Nevada regarding watershed assessment within 5 years.  They will get a special team together to do the forest starting on Big Valley.





Terry Williams said we would like to see all volunteer to be on the RAC for School Forest Advisory.  The Forest Service and County Supervisors will supervise.





Bob Shaw advised that the Pit RCD canceled the meeting.





Irvin Brown advised that the Pit River Tribe had started environmental protection.  Michele will contact Mark regarding the 5 year program.





Ann Marie LaRosa discussed the Park Creek Diversion.  They got the 404 permit from the State and will start late spring.  Mothers Day  weekend, May 12, they will conduct the Migratory Bird Festival.  There will be booths and all kinds of tours.  She invited the Alliance to have a booth at the Festival.





Tim Weaver reported that Fall River RCD is continuing restoration.  They have submitted an EQUIP proposal regarding Noxious Weeds.  They are involved in the community fuel reduction program, and the Conservation Easement Program.  There will be a workshop in the near future.





Dennis Bowker discussed teaching a Land Steward Class in Redding.  He is writing a draft regarding the Sacramento Watershed Project.  You can e-mail at sacriver.org.





Don Lancaster reported on the monitoring at Lassen and Bear Creek.  Fourteen monitorings have been done.


They are looking for a replacement for Rick Delmas.  The will be possibly 12 - 15 position statewide to fill next year.  We may get only 3 of those positions for next year.





Dennis Heiman advised that Valerie Coe needs to get on the River Center.  He also discussed the temperature in streams in Oregon.  He said they had a map indicating where the hot and the cold water are located.  We might consider doing this also.





Craig Miller, a visitor invited by David Hoxsey, said he enjoyed the meeting very much.





ALLIANCE PROMOTION  Tabled until next meeting.





NEXT MEETING


	Tuesday, April 24, 2001 in Canby at l:00 PM





AGENDA FOR NEXT MEETING


	EQUIP


	Spring tour


	GPA


	Scenic Byway?





Meeting adjourned 3:40 PM





Respectfully submitted,








							


Bobbie Schiermeyer, Administrative Assistant
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