Pit River Watershed Alliance Meeting
April 25, 2002
Canby CA
 
Present:  Todd Sloat, Pit River Watershed Alliance; Dale Kroschel, Jr., NRCS; Don Lancaster, UCCE, Modoc County; Mary Conway, Honey Lake Valley RCD; Ken Weaver, NRCS; Stewart Reid, USFWS; Fraser Sime, DWR Red Bluff; Debra Hallis, Sacramento River Watershed Program; Cliff Harvey, CMRCD; Bobbie Schiermeyer, North Cal-Neva RC&D; Paula Fields, CMRCD;  Kathy DeForest, Rancher/Landowner; Stephen Albaugh, Farmer; John Britten, Big Valley Water Users Association; Terry Williams, Modoc County Supervisor; Robert Shaw, Pit RCD; Edie Asrow, Warner Mountain Ranger District; Chad Arseneau, SPI; Allen Albaugh, Farmer;  Wendy Johnston, VESTRA; John Andrews, VESTRA; Jeff Cook, Spring River; Jane Vorpagel, DFG
 
Todd Sloat, Coordinator, opened the meeting at 3:05 PM
 
Introductions were made.
 
Sloat presented an update of tasks assigned in his contract and the percentage of completion.  Projects almost completed are: 20 stakeholders have signed the MOU.  The goal was 30. PG&E are interested to work with us on the outside.  Sloat has met with the Yolo Audubon Society.  They are encouraged to see restoration with habitat.  Sloat attended the Sacramento Water Workshop.  This is an active group in Butte County.  The web page, pitalliance.com, has the minutes, meeting notices and the MOU.  Brochures are completed and Sloat has more available.  Sloat meets with ranchers, checks on the monitoring, and does the necessary paperwork.  Most tasks are complete in Phase I.  
 
Regarding Phase II, Sloat will continue to seek funding and finish writing proposals.  There are 8 monitoring sites, workshops have been held, and VESTRA has been chosen to do the assessment.  They will start as soon as the CALFED contract is signed.  The CALFED and Department of Conservation contracts for 2003 for funding to expand the monitoring on the Pit River need to be signed.  Projects for the Alliance are the restoration of the bridge structure that is at risk and only access to the quarry; funding for recommendations from community, and funding for an Alliance newsletter.  Also improve the stream health on Rush Creek.  Sloat will start on one of these projects.  Dennis Heiman felt that outreach is very important.  
 
Phase III projects are planning meetings, writing proposals.  Sloat is on track fulfilling the goals except the signatures on the MOU.
 
Sloat introduced Wendy Johnston from VESTRA.  Johnston reviewed the tasks they proposed to complete.  They will do scooping to see what the Alliance wants.  They have met with some of the agency’s people, but no contract has been signed as yet.  They will check what data is available t present on the watershed.  They will zero in on the main issue, address the issues, provide a document so everyone is on the same page and the basis of information to determine what it is the Alliance wants, and then they will put together a plan. 
 
Dennis Heiman reviewed the Pit River monitoring being done since September 2001 through the present.  They plan to start monitoring the tributaries of the Pit River.  Plan to establish the Pit River Monitoring Technical Committee.  There are approximately 50 fixed station-monitoring sites planned.    They will use air photos of the 25 principle tributaries.  There is a contract for $83,000 for a 2-year period for monitoring but only includes 1 year for a coordinator.  Heiman explained the specific tasks that will be done.
 
Jeff 


, VESTRA, explained the technical aspects of the aerial photos, and what he is looking for along the river and tributaries.   The BLM and the Forest Service have photos that may be able to be used in place of doing new photos.  Cliff Harvey suggested that Jeff talk to Claude Singleton to look at the photos.  Heiman advised that ground check is important even if there are photos.
 
There was discussion regarding the structure of the Alliance.  It was the consensus of the group that it should remain as it presently is.
 
Steve 

, Fall River, advised that Craig McArthur wants to organize a Watershed group to protect and enhance our water and protect our use and improve the quality of water in corridor of use.  They are asking for support and guidance.
 
Stewart Reid discussed the Modoc Sucker.  He is working to get it off the endangered species list.  He can be reached at 541-885-8481.  He would like for private landowners to contact him if they find any on their property.  He has been working closely with the Bushey’s and Dick Mackey asked him to visit his property.
 
Sloat gave a brief statement from Mark Steffek, North Cal-Neva RC&D, who was unable to attend the meeting.  The CALFED contract has not been signed.  There was discussion and suggested that Robert Meacher be contacted regarding this.  It was suggested that Dan O’Neal at CALFED be contacted.  Steffek has been in contact with O’Neal.
 
Sloat advised that the Alliance has a specified Geo area.  EQIP has $50,000 available and landowners can start applying for next year.
 
Next meeting will be June 13, 2002 at 3 PM to 5 PM in Canby.
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:50 PM
 
 
