Pit River Watershed Alliance Meeting
Thursday, November 15, 2001 in Canby, CA
 
Present:  Todd Sloat, Pit Alliance Watershed Coordinator; Mark Steffek, North Cal-Neva RC&D; Terry Williams, Modoc County Supervisor, Mike Bacca, SPI; Tim Burke, BLM; Rick Maher, Calif. Waterfowl Assoc.; Edie Asrow, FS Warner Mtn; Sean Curtis, Modoc County; Dean Leventon, Pit RCD; Robert Shaw, Pit RCD; Cliff Harvey, Central Modoc RCD; Sandy Higa, NRCS; Bobbie Schiermeyer, North Cal-Neva RC&D; Wayne Chandler, FS.
 Todd Sloat called the meeting to order at 3:05 PM.
 Sloat discussed the watershed assessment.  The RFP will be in December, and a decision will be made sometime in January 2002 regarding the consultant.  The sub-committee has held meetings regarding the scope and to define issues regarding the assessment.  Assessments are usually in a general nature.  The committee came up with the following concerns:
1.      Need to assess impaired water
2.      Habitat regarding eroded banks
3.      Population of aquatic species
4.      Water flow not desirable
CALFED requires that the assessment include cultural resources and upland habitat use.  We will need to focus on upland rather than just the streams.
The sub-committee is working on a format for the wording for the assessment.  They will decide who will be involved in writing the RFP and the selection of the contractor.  It was the consensus of those present that representatives of each RCD be a part of those decisions.  The next sub-committee meeting is November 28.  The directors of the RCD’s will be invited to the meeting. 
Mark Steffek advised that the Alliance had received a letter from CALFED regarding being awarded funds, but it did not state the amount of the award or the date it would be received. Steffek will contact John Loury regarding the particulars of the award.
Watershed Coordinator Report – Todd Sloat
 Sloat advised that they have been doing mirco invertebrate sampling and sent them on to analyze.  They have done three samples per site at Canby Bridge, County Bridge, North Fork and South Fork near       , and South Fork and North Fork near Alturas.  Sampling is done at various times.
Dick Mackey, Randy Sharp and Sloat will attend the Cowboy Poetry Conference in Elko, Nevada to receive awards.  They will also do a presentation on RCD’s and conservation.
 Sloat introduced a discussion on what types of projects the Alliance could do.  It was noted that according to the Alliance’s goals, they should do an overall view and leave projects to the RCDs.
It was noted that North Cal-Neva RC&D’s Project Coordinator, Mark Steffek and the RCD’s work with the landowners to see what needs to be accomplished, and prioritize projects.  The Alliance should not get involved in on-site projects, but could be proactive to give advise the RCDs, work through all RCDs to determine priority of projects, and help with funding and locate a broader range of support to work with inter-district support.  The landowner and RCDs could be sponsored by the Alliance regarding grants.
Wayne Chandler said it is critical to keep up the volunteer group as partners.  The landowner needs to participate, and showing partnership helps to get funding.  We should use the Alliance as a vehicle to show partnerships.
 Sloat said he could work on finding funding for a Watershed Coordinator for the Pit RCD.
 It was suggested that the Alliance could push weed control.  Maybe the EQIP program regarding geographical area could be used as a model.  Have a Weed Project in conjunction with the two weed management groups.  The Tri-County consortium is working on a Tri-County weed brochure.  Sloat will contact them.  There is a need for communication to prevent duplication in competing for the same money.  At present, Lassen County doesn’t have anyone to oversee the weed control.
 It was announced that Paula Fields of Redding is the Education Coordinator for Central Modoc RCD.  She will start the Monday after Thanksgiving. 
Sloat suggested a change in the format of Alliance meetings to include presenters.  It was the consensus of the group that should be done.
There was further discussion regarding projects the Alliance could be involved in.   It was again stated that if someone became aware of a need, i.e. planting riparian vegetation along the river, they should contact their RCD, and the RCD could come to the Alliance.  It was suggested that the Alliance have an annual project.  We could select a project on non-private land and have the RCD host the project. Pit RCD accepted to host the first project.  It will be “Pit River Days”.  Dean Leventon and Robert Shaw of the Pit RCD volunteered to head up the committee.  Mike Bacca, Fall River; Sandy Higa, Modoc and Todd Sloat volunteered to be on the sub-committee.  Ash Creek was suggested as the site for the project.
The tasks that Sloat will work on are:
1. Help Pit RCD get funding for a Watershed Coordinator 

2. Contact the Tri-County Weed Group 

3. Watershed assessment

 Sloat introduced Rick Maher of the California Waterfowl Association (CWA)
Maher advised that his job is to assist landowners.  He attends RCD and locally lead alliance meetings.  CWA gets public approval to do work or projects.
Siskyou County – NRCS CRP22  is to support seasonal or perennial streams and rivers.  Fences or setaside land will be established at 180 feet from center in each direction or high water level.  The landowner has a 10 year contract and receives $700 a year per acre.  To establish riparian buffers they contract with FSA who refers to NRCS.
Huge potential in WRP for easements.  There will be more money available in 2003.  Maher said that Modoc, Lassen and Shasta Counties RCD’s should go after the money.  He suggested that there should be a locally led initiative to help NRCS that is on overload because of a lack of staff.  They could establish the procedure and then it would be easy to staff and coordinate and implement.
There was discussion about land under WRP coming off the tax roll and decreasing the counties revenue.  Maher will research this and have a report at next Alliance meeting.
 It was the consensus of the group that the next Alliance meeting will be Thursday, February 21, 2002 at 3:00 PM in Canby.  
General Discussion:
Steffek reported that the Sacramento River Watershed Coordinator, Dennis Bolker, has invited him to serve on their Board of Trustees and help draft a set of policies.  The group has no land control.  They are not landowners.  They get their funding from the Sacramento River Waste agency.  Their goal is education and to enhance the watershed along the Sacramento River.  Terry Williams advised that he had received an invitation also.  Representatives from the Modoc area and the Alliance will go and evaluate the benefits of belonging to this group.
 The meeting adjourned at 4:45 PM.
